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Dear Friends of Miege,

“WHERE DOES JESUS SEND US?  There are no 
borders; no limits.  He sends us to everyone.”  
- Pope Francis

Every school year we select a spiritual theme and place it 
on the cover of our Student Planner and Calendar/Hand-
book.  Placement on the covers of these two publications 
provides a visible daily reminder to our students of why 
Bishop Miege High School exists.

I reminded the students at their first day of school in their 
Orientation meetings that we have real reason to be proud 
of Bishop Miege for its quality academic programs and 
tremendous success in activities.  However, if that is all 
we were, we would be nothing more than a good public 
high school.  But we are much more than that… we are a 
community that has our faith at the center of everything 
we do.  

To that end, this year’s theme from Pope Francis calls us 
to serve others-- to reach out to those in need so they can 
feel God’s love through our actions.  In short, the Pope is 
encouraging us to live the Gospel Message in our day-to-
day activities.

Further, I mentioned to the students that we sometimes 
make the concept of living the Gospel Message more com-
plicated than it really is.  Fortunately, I was able to borrow 
the words of a great friend of the school who addressed a 
group of our students several years ago.  At that time, he 
put what it means to live the Gospel Message in simple 
terms in a way that resonated with our students.  That 
speaker was Bernie Madden, who passed in early August.  
(See page 15).  Of course, anyone who knew him is well 
aware that he provided a remarkable Christian witness to 
all he met.

Here are three of the points Bernie made years ago that I 
shared with our students. 

+ALWAYS DO WHAT IS RIGHT- We are faced with 
countless decisions everyday – some big/some small.  
While it is easy to rationalize our choices, in the end we 
will never go wrong if we DO WHAT IS RIGHT.

+ALWAYS TREAT OTHERS WITH RESPECT AND 
CONSIDERATION- The quality of all of our relatio-
ships is based on how we treat others.  There is no substi-
tute for good old-fashioned friendliness and courtesy.

+ALWAYS COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS—EVERY 
DAY- Psychologists tell us it is so important to our mental 
health to have an “Attitude of Gratitude.”   But more im-
portantly, counting our blessings in prayer everyday draws 
us closer to God and reminds us that He is the source of 
all of our blessings.

Pope Francis’ message is also a reminder to each of us on 
how to live our lives.  At the same time, following Bernie’s 
three points would no doubt be helpful as well.

God bless.

Sincerely,

Dr. Joe Passantino

From The President

“we are a community that has our faith 
at the center of everything we do.”
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BRAVING THE ELEMENTS 
FOR A CAUSE. Pushing through 
the bitter January temperatures 
and fighting the numerous crowds 
was nothing compared to the 
pilgrimage of  prayer and public 
witness at the 40th Annual March 

for Life in Washington D.C. More than 70 
Miege students walked with tens of  thousands the day after the biggest 

snow storm had hit in years. In Topeka, CMT  students traveled to the 
capitol to participate in the annual Rally For Life. The crowd was swelled 
by students from Catholic schools across the state, with Miege being 
represented by more than 30 students despite the cold temperatures.

GIVING BACK BRINGS 
RECOGNITION Bishop Miege 
students and our CMT office have 
been recognized with the Honor-
able Mention Youth Service Award 
from the Kansas City reStart 
Organization. The organization 
provides opportunities for those 
to transition from homelessness to 
independence. Students volunteer and provide for their annual Thanks-
giving meal.

THE MARY PERRINI COMMUNITY OF CARING AWARD 
was established to recognize students who are a living witness to faith 
through their humility, empathy and passion. It is awarded to students 
who have completed 500 or more service hours. The 2013-2014 
recipients: Seniors: Brenna Albritton, Hannah Ewing, Jennie 
Littleton and Emily Schultz.  Juniors: Brian Tornquist and 
Zachariah Whalen

ROAD TRIPPING WITH A PURPOSE
During Bishop Miege High School’s spring 
break, one hundred thirty one students and 
chaperones sacrificed their vacation time to 
serve the least among us on four different 
trips across the country. 

Students and chaperones provided home 
repairs for the impoverished peoples of  the 
Appalachian Mountains in West Virginia 
and for families in economic distress in 
Leesburg, FL.  Students traveled to Chicago, 
IL to serve the urban poor through various 
Catholic Charities ministries and other 
students remained in Kansas City to serve 
our neighbors in need at Jerusalem Farm. 

FAITHLiving the
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MIEGE SAYS FAREWELL TO MIKE BOHATY
PRINCIPAL, TEACHER AND FRIEND

MIEGE SAYS GOOD-BYE TO THREE
ADDITIONAL RETIREES THIS YEAR

FACULTYMiege

  For the past 26 years Mr. 
Michael (Mike) Bohaty has 
been an instrumental mem-
ber of  the Administrative 
Team at Bishop Miege High 
School.  During his tenure 
he provided a wide range of  
administrative services that 
has made a lasting impact 
on thousands of  students, 
parents and colleagues.  He 

was influential in implementing new strategies in areas that needed 
improvement and provided strong leadership to both the new and sea-
soned coaches.  “He established a culture of  respect, one that is now 
one of  our hallmarks today,” said Dr. Passantino.  Most importantly, 
Mike was a spiritual role model to everyone with whom he came in 
contact.  The combination of  an unwavering commitment to Catholic 
education, unlimited energy and enthusiasm and his unique sense of  
humor will be missed by the Miege community.

Paula Munro came to Miege in 
1995.  She taught all levels of 
Spanish and has been the Fac-
ets moderator and a member 
of the C.A.R.E. team. Her most 
valuable gift from her time at 
Miege, “The mentoring and 
support from her colleagues, 
and knowing Sr. Millie and Sr. 
Martina.”

Chuck Peoples was a member 
of the Miege community for 
nine years. He spent 31 years 
at Emporia high school prior to 
teaching Miege’s German and 
English classes.  “I genuinely 
loved the young people I taught 
and I’ve met so many wonder-
ful people during my time at 
Miege.”

Fred Turner is proud to say 
that he was a part of the Bishop 
Miege family.  “Bishop Miege 
hungers not for success, but 
for excellence.” he stated. Fred 
was in the education field for 45 
years.  He taught World History 
and Government and served as 
Miege’s head basketball coach 
since 2012. A standing ovation for Mr. Bohaty at the 2014 end of year awards assembly in May.   

 “I have met so many wonderful people. Students, 
parents, faculty, staff  and fellow administrators have 
had different effects and influences upon me in my 
past years. I have seen a school move from a 
“work in progress” to a very established Christian 
community due to the leadership and faculty that 
cares about the future by giving and serving our 
students and parents.” 

- Mike Bohaty
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Cast members from “Scapin,” performing in the play Steinberg cast 
before his sudden passing in December. He served as a mentor to 
thousands of students in over 100 plays and musicals since 1987 at 
Miege.

The “David Steinberg Award” recipients Caitlyn Sutherlin and 
Hannah Holterman pictured with Paul Steinberg. The award was es-
tablished this year for students that show excellence in performance 
and/or directing.  Future Miege students can be recognized for their 
leadership in the theatre arts program, something dear to both the 
Steinberg brothers.  Paul participated in set design, and other roles 
throughout the years assisting David on numerous school 
productions.

    Miege’s drama department has exhibited the ability to 
push through in times of  sadness and loss.  Despite the 
unexpected mid-year passing of  drama teacher David 
Steinberg, the show did go on.  The winter play The Scoun-
drel Scapin was flawlessly executed with everyone rallying 
together to make it the best show possible.  It was a way 
to honor Mr. Steinberg, by dedicating their talents and 
performance.
    Robin Christie, Miege’s music teacher, stepped in to 
direct The Scoundrel Scapin, which happened to be the first 
play Steinberg directed after starting at Miege, and the 
last one he would cast.  It consisted of beautiful costumes, 
a professional stage set and wonderful entertainment for all. 
     Mr. Steinberg’s absence was strongly felt, but his spirit 
and love of  theater was carried through by those who 
shared his passion with great honor and pride.
    “Not having Mr. Steinberg was very hard and different, 
but at the same time it was gratifying to see everyone at 
the performance.  It showed how much he meant to every-
one.” said Molly Becker, co-stage manager for Scapin.
    

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
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FORENSICS TEAM CONTINUES SUCCESS Miege’s Forensics 
team finished the season placing 5th out of 44 schools at 
the 4A State Speech Championship Tournament in Topeka. 
Five students received 1 ratings for their performances in 
Informative and Poetry categories. Two students continued on 
to the National Speech and Debate Tournament.  Luke Powell 
and Elliott Vanderford were the only Public Forum team from 
Kansas to advance past the preliminary rounds, a first in Miege 
school history.

ACHIEVEMENTStag

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
following Miege Juniors for 
recently earning top composite 
scores of 34 and 35 on their 
recent ACT test...

Andrew Gleason
Scored 34 on ACT!

Elliott Vanderford
Scored 34 on ACT!

William (Liam) Bryson
Scored 35 on ACT!

UPDATE: Elizabeth (Libby) Gentry was selected for The Topeka 
Capital-Journal’s All-State Academic Team.  Students are 
selected by achieving impressive academic success while also 
dedicating significant amounts of time to musical pursuits, 
debate, forensics activities and projects that improve their 
communities.  She captained  Miege’s Scholars Bowl team 
for two years and achieved a perfect ACT score.  She initiated 
a tutoring program at a local underprivileged grade school, 
and in reflecting on her accomplishments, she said, “I will be 
most gratified by my tutoring program which helps others help 
themselves.”  She will study actuarial science at the University 
of Nebraska at Lincoln.

Elizabeth Gentry, scored 
a Perfect 36 on the ACT 
her Junior Year at Miege

A FULL RIDE SCHOLAR Coe College’s 
most prestigious academic scholarship, 
the Williston Jones Scholarship valued at 
$147,000 was awarded to Leah Brownlee.  
The private, four-year college will grant 
the funds over the course of four years. 
Leah maintained a 4.2 GPA at Miege, was 
a National Merit Scholarship Commended 
student and a member of the National 
Honor Society. 

ART PORTFOLIO PAYS OFF! Minji Kim received a $48,000 
Art Scholarship to the Kansas City Art Institute prior to her 
graduating.  Her AP Art Class portfolio was the major factor 
in the merit scholarship. 
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MIEGE TRADITIONS LIVE ON...

A long time tradition of graduating seniors on the football field with the 
shaving cream celebration. 

The Bishop Miege Class of 2014 attending senior retreat in May at Tall 
Oaks.

RECOGNITION AROUND THE COMMUNITY 
It’s a positive reflection upon Miege when 
students are recognized outside of the school. 
Recent honors include: 1) The Cesar Chavez 
Scholarship from the University of Central 
Missouri was awarded to Alyssa Stedman 
at the Guadalupe Center in April, valued 
at $10,000  2.) The Kansas Savior Pastoral 
Center hosted the First Annual Archdiocese 
Religious Art Show where Kelsey Marchand 
won an Excellence award for her artwork 
in “The Friendship of Jesus” exhibit, and 3.) 
Thomas Anjard was named runner-up at 
the EWISP (Executive Women International 
Scholarship Program) Awards program which 
was held at the Kansas City Library in April.   

BASEBALL TEAM OPENS THE SEASON BY 
HITTING A HOME RUN FOR CHARITY
The Miege boys’ baseball team took on St. 
James at the Kansas City T-Bones field as 
part of a fund raiser for Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand.  The Miege Lemon Club was on hand 
and set up their stand during the game and 
raised $5,100 for children’s cancer research.

Coach Will Gorden talks to young players at the Strike Out Cancer event. Players from area grade 
schools were able to take part in clinics and rally with the Miege baseball team as part of the 
day’s activities. 



ROELAND PARK — Don’t let the cute names 
fool you.
    Bishop Miege High School’s robotics team 
named a few key pieces of its latest creation af-
ter characters from the movie “Monsters, Inc.” 
but this is no child’s play.
    “We’re very professional,” said senior Tim 
Moore, the team’s shop foreman. “This is kind 
of how a small business operates.”
    After all, the FIRST Robotics Competition 
is serious business, and close to 50 Miege stu-
dents have made a monster time commitment
to this team. 
    Entire shifts of students, coaches and men-
tors have devoted hours of brainpower, physical 
labor and trial-and-error experimentation to the 
building of a great robot. They have met every 
day after school and on Saturdays since early 
January.
    That’s when the renowned FIRST competi-
tion announced this year’s robot requirements.
    FIRST — an acronym for “For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technol-
ogy” — is the international youth organization 
that sponsors the annual robotics competition. 
Referred to as “the varsity sport for the mind,” 

simply participating in FIRST — i.e., creating 
a robot that can perform the tasks required to 
compete that year — pushes students to hone 
their math and science skills well beyond the 
classroom.
    With limited resources, and this year — 
because of the snow — even more limited 

time, local teams are gearing up to test their ro-
bots’ mettle March 13-15 in the Greater Kansas 
City Regional at the Metropolitan Community 
College - Business and Technology Campus in 
Kansas City, Mo.
    Early in the design phase, the Miege students 
dubbed this year’s robot “Boo” because a piece 

of plywood they used resembled the little 
girl’s door in the movie.
    The robot must hurl a ball (nicknamed 
“Mike Wazowski” after the round monster 
character) into a high goal and lob it into a 
low goal.
    And the driver’s station from which 
students will remotely guide the robot’s 
movements in competition became “Sul-
ley,” after the burly blue monster.
    The 2014 competition adds a plot twist 
that distinguishes this game from previous 
ones.
    In the aptly named “Aerial Assist” game, 
teams will reap big rewards by cooperat-
ing and passing the ball among all robots 
within their alliances.
“If you don’t cooperate with each other, 
you’re not going to go anywhere,” said 
Miege science teacher Scott Anderson. An-
derson, along with fellow teacher Andrew 
Groene, coaches the robotics team.
Although the team had to weigh the best 
ways to make their robot grab and shoot the 
ball — and work well with others — it’s 
safe to say the students them- selves have 
the latter down to a science.

ROBOSTAG
Gives New Meaning to a Team ‘Building’ 
Experience  (Story by Jessica Langdon, The Leaven)

(Excerpts from The Leaven newspaper, 
printed February 21, 2014. To read the 

full article: www.TheLeaven.com)

Sophomore Nick Soptic (St. Agnes) considers how best to get this year’s robot to grab and shoot a ball.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE MCSORLEY

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JESSICA LANGDON

Captain of the robotics team Xavier Hernandez (St. Agnes), left foreground, and Max Anderson (St. Ann), right 
foreground, fine-tune the inner workings of the robot as Micheal Heinzman (St. Agnes) and Mallory Fellows 
(St. Agnes) look on. “we solve problems” is a motto the team takes to heart whether raising funds, during build 
season or on competition day.
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Wide variety
    Today, Stag Robotics boasts about 45 active 
members — male and female  spanning all 
grade levels.
    And it looks nothing like Moore envisioned 
back when he first heard of such a team as an 
eighth-grader.
    “Honestly, the image in my head was a couple 
kids going over to someone’s house, and they 
were out in the garage kind of tinkering around 
on stuff,” he said.
    Instead, computer-aided design helps the team 
map out plans, and members keep detailed logs 
of the parts that go into a creation.
    Senior programmers pair up with sophomores 
to train future leaders.
    Students shadow other talented students to 
build skills.
    

And alumni keep an active hand in current stu-
dents’ endeavors, sharing their educational and 
professional expertise. Alumni Tim Mourlam, 
Billy Hedricks and Victoria Amor — all 2007 
Miege graduates are working with this year’s 
team.
    And if you’re looking for a typical “robotics 
kid,” Anderson assures that doesn’t exist.  
  Athletes, artists, musicians, kids who do debate 
and forensics - it runs the gamut.

Kaleidoscope’ of Robots
Moore likes the idea that this problem 

solving team creates a fun experience now 
but, down the road, the FIRST name will grab 
attention on resumes and applications. 

“It’s a global thing, so people all around the 
globe do the exact same game we’re doing,” he 
said. “And it’s amazing, because when you go 
to competition, it’s a kaleidoscope of different 
robots. There’s no one way to do things, so it’s a 
great, kind of cool, eye-opening experience.” 

 All the kids know  better than to get too 
attached to their robots, however.

“Our robots don’t live very long,” confessed 
Coach Anderson.

Even the first robot that went to nationals 
met a quick demise.
  “The very next year, we had to cannibalize it to 
make our next robot,” said Anderson. 

Prayer and Problem Solving
The team doesn’t lean on prayer only during 

those make-or-break moments.
“We pray before everything we do,” said 

Anderson.
At the start of a shift, Moore prayed that 

everyone would use their unique talents to the 
best of their ability. And when the team first 
moved into its current location on north campus, 
a student had a crucifix blessed for it.

The academic and life lessons that team 
members are learning are end- less.

As Moore said, this team operates like a 
business in many ways. Its own marketing team 
spreads the word about robotics. The Robostag 
mascot shares robotics spirit at school events.

A grant from the Kauffman Foundation 
funded the team for the first year, with lesser 
amounts coming in for a few years after that. 

But Miege had to prepare to stand on its own, 
said Anderson.

So keeping with its motto of “We solve 
problems,” the team figured out ways to afford 
the competition registrations and other expenses.

They work concessions for Catholic Youth 
Organization events.

They installed most of the school’s SMART 
Boards to help keep dollars inside Miege, 
instead of paying someone outside to do the 
work.

“If we can build robots, we can install 
SMART boards,” explained Anderson.

But as the robotics students learn to carry out 
serious responsibilities, they learn something 
else as well: Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.

In fact, one of Dr. Passantino’s, President of 
Miege,  most cherished robotics memories stems 
from the team’s willingness to try something 
new with an old tradition — and a messy 
miscalculation.

“There’s been a lot of successes to the 
robotics program,” he said. “But my favorite 
moment was not a success.”

Instead of launching the traditional T-shirts 
or even hot dogs from a device they built 
themselves, someone a few years ago came up 
with something new to launch during halftime of 
a Stags basketball game: Twinkies.

“It just disintegrated into all kinds of pieces 
all over the floor,” said Passantino with a laugh.

Cleanup on the court prolonged half-time.
“And that was the last Twinkie launch,” said 

Passantino.
But it was nowhere near the last adventure of 

this team of intrepid inventors.
“It does so much for our students. It’s really 

a great program,” said Passantino. “I think 
there are leadership skills and a self-confidence 
that come from working together and solving 
problems.”

Sophomore Victoria Gomerdinger (John Paul II) gets to work during one of two daily after-school shifts for 
the robotics team. In February the team put in six hours of work each weeknight and full days on Saturdays. 

Follow the action, learn more about Stag robotics 
by visiting the Miege website at:

 www.bishopmiege.com. 
Click on Stag robotics under the academics header.

Dr. Joe Passantino, Miege 
President, finds the contributions 

from alumni one of the most 
rewarding parts of the program.

“You can’t have a better 
testimony than that — of what it 
does for young people — to want 
to come back and volunteer their 

time,” he said.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE MCSORLEY



Girls’ Swim Team 
Early in the season, Freshman Cailey Grunhard qualified for State in 
the butterfly, breaking the 1998 school record by more than 5 seconds 
and qualified in the 100 backstroke, breaking the 1986 school record 
by more than 6 seconds.  Clara Taylor made state times as well, 
swimming the 100 back and 100 butterfly.

Miege faired well at the State meet, placing 15th out of 41 teams. 
Standout Cailey Grunhard achieving:
• 1st in 100 butterfly, setting high school record 
• 3rd in 100 backstroke, setting high school record.  
• Selected to All-State 1st Team and The All Metro Team
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BOYS’ SWIM & DIVE TEAM MAKE SCHOOL HISTORY
SPORTSSpring

Boys’ Swim & Team Take 
the State Title in Topeka

Bishop Miege Boys’ Swim Team took first place 
in the 5-A State Championships beating Wichita 
Heights and making school history with a score 
of 242. Eight State School Records were set with a State 
Record being broke in the 200 Free Relay. Jack Wirtz 
was named to the All-State First Team with John 
Pawlewicz, Louie Carter and Jacob Stockton being 
named to the All-State Second Team.

Individual Champions: 
Coach Mueller - Coach of the Year! 

1st Place 
50 & 100 Free: 

Jack Wirtz 
200 Free Relay: 

Jack Wirtz
Mackey Merrill,  Jeff  Martin

Louie Carter 
2nd Place: 

Jacob Stockton-Dive
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Another State Title for the Lady Stags 
The Lady Stag’s basketball team brought home Miege’s first 
State title since 2009 defeating Wamego in the State playoffs. 
Wamego was undefeated before the Stags showed up taking 
them down 57-41 to win the 2014 State Championship. The 
girls’ ended their season with a 22-3 record. This was the 
17th State title for Miege and Coach Terry English.

STATE TEAM HONORS INCLUDED THE 
4A TEAM SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

Selected to the All-Eastern Kansas League Teams: 
FIRST TEAM: 

Tristen McFeders- Sophomore 
Madeline Homoly- Junior 

SECOND TEAM: 
Hunter Bentley- Junior 

HONORABLE MENTIONS: 
Shelbe Piggie and Alexis Villegas

Rick Zych will be returning for the 2014-15 school year as Head Coach for the boys’ 
basketball team and will be teaching social studies.  

As one of  the longest-tenured high school basketball coaches in the area, Zych has a 
career record of  308-67.  He led the Stags boys’ basketball program for 17 years, devel-
oping such players as KU standout Travis Releford, All- SEC Alabama guard, Trevor 
Releford,  DiRenna winner Isaac Miles and numerous other players who went on to 
play college basketball. The Stags appeared in five state championship games and won 
two titles under his leadership.

The announcement came on March 31st.  “We feel very fortunate Rick has chosen 
to return to Bishop Miege.  He brings expertise and experience to the classroom and 
coaching, but most importantly, he is a great Christian role model for our students” said 
Athletic Director Mike Hubka.

Rick Zych Returns as Boys’ Basketball Head Coach

2014 GIRLS’ STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
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SENIOR ATHLETES CONTINUE 
THEIR SPORTS CAREERS
Congratulations to Bishop Miege seniors who will 
continue their sports careers in college in the Fall. 
Their dedication to academics while participating 
in sports has been key to their acceptance into the 
schools.

Football Signings (left to right) Brad Ivey, Darin George, Collin Carter, 
McKinley Johnson, Chris Henry, Jeff Martin and Michael Murphy

Soccer Signings (left to right) Lucas Franco, Nico Marquez, Catherine 
Haynes, Shea Myer

(left to right) Max Ernst (Golf), Rebecca Ley (Rowing), Max Ernst (Golf), 
and Lexi Villegas (Basketball)

SPORTSSpring

Vaulting to Success Junior 
Ethan deLeon broke the 
13’.0” record that was held 
by five previous vaulters, 
with the most recent from 
the class of  ‘82 by Caleb 
Kamm.  Ethan cleared 14’ at the first home track meet of  
the season on April 11th and finished out the season with 
a record of  14’ 3”.

300th Win! The Lady Stags claimed third place at the 4A-1A 
State Tournament with a 5-2 victory over Bonner Springs. 
Earlier in the season they scored the 300th victory in the 
school’s history defeating DeSoto on the home field.

Send your latest news
to Director of Communications Teresa Stockton

tstockton@bishopmiege.com or 913.262.2701 x252
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April 26th marked the 41st Annual Auction 
for Bishop Miege raising more than $296,000.  
The school’s gym was transformed into “Cirque 
du Soul” a modern circus theme with tight rope 
and trapeze artists as the lively decor.  

Dr. Joe Passantino presented the Fund-a-Need 
for new seats and carpeting for the auditorium 
raising over $96,000. 

Over 400 guests participated in the night’s 
festivities which included a live auction with 

Bryan Truta ’97 and auctioneers from Nigros 
Bros. enticing bidders to be winners and raise 
funds for the students at Bishop Miege. Trips 
to New York, St. Martin, Ireland, Cabo San 
Lucas, and a South Africa safari for two were 
among the most sought after items. 

Save the Date for the 42nd 
Annual Auction April 25, 2015

(left to right) Auction Chairs: Maureen and Jerry Gaughn ‘77, the Nigros Brothers with emcees Bryan Truta and Bill Creach after a successful “Live” auction at the 
close of the night, and guests Don and Patty Kincaid ‘79 

Sarah Grunhard proudly takes 
home the crowd favorite of a 
new puppy, donated by Chad 
Owens ‘65 and Joyce Owens of 
Mission Pet Mart.

THANK YOU DONORS, ATTENDEES AND
FRIENDS OF MIEGE ON ANOTHER SUCCESS EVENT!
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NOTESAlumni

ALUMNI FEATURE70 Rita Slatensky Marine was named Miege’s Alumnus 
of the Year for 2013.

79 David Bryant was awarded the 2014 Mildred Vance 
City Clerk/Finance Officer of the Year by the Kansas City 
Clerks and Municipal Finance Officers Association.  David 
is currently the City Clerk for the City of Lenexa.

89 Gillian Flynn ‘s film adaptation of the 2012 novel best 
seller “Gone Girl” will soon be released in the fall. The 
film stars Ben Affleck and Rosamund Pike. Flynn also 
wrote the adapted screenplay. 

00 Jamie Searle has released his first album “Violet Mu-
sic: Volume 1,” the inaugural recording by My Brothers 
and Sisters, the band he founded about five years ago. It’s 
a sprawling work, a polyphonic parade into and through a 
variety of music genres — funk, soul, R&B, jazz, gospel — 
all written, charted, scored and orchestrated by Searle. 

10 Trevor Releford played a game of shoot-out and did 
a Q & A with a group of summer basketball campers in 
June.  The kids had many questions for the 2010 alum 
asking about his college career at the University of 
Alabama.  His advice, “Practice your trade, work hard 
and push through your studies.” After telling the group 
that he wasn’t always the best shooter. “I worked hard at 
shooting to improve my game,” he added. The morning 
followed up with autographed photos and keepsakes for 
the basketball enthusiasts.

90 Casey Twenter, (above) and Jeff Robinson are the writers 
and producers of the musical drama “Rudderless.”  The film 
premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival in January 
garnering the coveted “Closing Night Film” slot at the 
prestigious event.  In April, two major distributors Paramount 
Pictures and Samuel Goldwyn bought the handling of the U.S. 
release of the film, with Paramount in charge of the VOD (Video 
on demand) release. 
 
The film stars Billy Crudup, Anton Yelchin, Selena Gomez, 
Felicity Huffman, William H. Macy, and Laurence Fishburne.  
Billy Crudup and Felicity Huffman.  A grieving father in a 
downward spiral stumbles across a box of his recently deceased 
son’s demo tapes and lyrics. Shocked by the discovery of his 
unknown talent, he forms a band in the hope of finding some 
closure.  One of his band mates and aspiring songwriter, 
Quentin, will be played by Anton Yelchin, who joins film after 
hearing one of Sam’s songs.  Selena Gomez will portray the 
character Kate Ann Lucas who is the girlfriend of the deceased 
son and is upset when she finds out that Sam is playing his 
music and is pivotal role of the film.  Laurence Fishburne plays 
Del, the owner of a local guitar-shop and Macy portrays the 
owner of the local bar.  
 
The movie was filmed in the Oklahoma City and Guthrie areas 
and directed by Golden Globe nominee and Oscar winner,  
William H. Macy.  

Twenter’s previous film “The Jogger” made numerous 
appearances at film festivals around the United States in 2013 
and picked up honors as Best Narrative Feature at its World 
Premiere in the LA Indie Festival and received the Heartland 
Award at the Kansas City Film Festival. 
 
The opening of Rudderless is October 17th in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma.
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ALUMNI:
Anna Bernal – AL’81

Stanley Chrzanowski – AL ‘68
James “Jim” Elliot – AL ‘62

John Michael Feeley – AL ‘68
Anita (Richey) Fuller – AL ‘63

Joseph Kain – AL ‘70
Keith Kwapiszeski – AL ‘91

Timothy John Lafferty – AL ‘83
Mary Margaret Disser McCrea – AL ‘66

Pamela Reiter Molnar – AL ‘64
Maureen Patricia Sebus – AL ‘70
Jerome (Jerry) Sutera – AL ‘69

Christian James Watson – AL ‘82
Sally Sue Young – AL ‘84

OTHERS:
Michael Cennamo
Christianne Chartrand
Kenneth Christian, Jr.
June Darnell
Martha Haake Donnelly
Helen Dorothy Doyle
Patricia Ann Whalen 
Dunlay
Betty Eller
Cleim R. Folsom
Phillip Foster
William Geiger
Thomas Glavinich
George Gregar
Lawrence Growney
Joseph Hauber
Mary Belle Hickey
Rose Martin Hurst
Teresa Rae Imhoff
Helen Jean Joyce
Michael Kellerman
Virginia Kennally
Charles Lackamp
Teresa LaManno
Bonnie Lauth
Timothy Patrick Lillis

Bernie Madden
Michael Joe Maher
Mary Marnett
Clayton “Clay” Miller
Martin Bob Modricin
Norman G. Mueller
Frank O’Connell
Katherine O’Connor
Georgiana O’Gara
Graciela Esquivel Olivas
Michael Peterson
Carl W. Pickert
Bobbie Lee Prior
Joanie Raab
Elizabeth Reiss
John James Riscoe
Jeanette Shaw
Esther Contreras Silva
Mary Ann Sniezek
Elizabeth “Betty” Storm
Betty Marie Valla
Ezra Joseph Wendt
Thomas Wilkes
August Jack Wilkus
Frank J. Zondca, Jr.
Alexander “Alex” Zych

ALUMNI BREAKFAST SERIES

Archbishop Naumann was the guest speaker at the first annual 
Miege Alumni Breakfast.  “Catholic Schools and the New 
Evangelization” was the morning session topic which included 
a breakfast buffet and door prizes.  Alumni hosts were Andrew 
LeRoy and Mike Mohlman. The breakfast gatherings are a 
perfect opportunity for alums to reconnect and network with 
the Miege family.  Please see the alumni section of the Miege 
website for future breakfast meetings and events.

Plan to attend the next alumni breakfast October 31st, 7:30 AM with 
past parent Mayor Sly James as guest speaker.

IN MEMORY
WILLIAM BERNARD “BERNIE” MADDEN died 
peacefully on August 1, 2014 surrounded by his 
loving family. Bernie was born on November 7, 
1933 in Summerfield, Kansas.

Bernie dedicated his time and energy to count-
less committees and parish councils through the 

years. His service to Catholic Education followed his children to 
Bishop Miege High School where he has served in many ways, 
including the Foundation Board of Trustees, until the time of his 
death. He held the Bishop Miege and St. Ann communities very 
close to his heart.  

IN MEMORY

MAKE A LASTING IMPRESSION 
    Planned or deferred gifts can provide significant 
benefits to you and your loved ones now and in the future.  
At the same time, you can offer financial support for 
Bishop Miege High School for generations to come. 
    Some popular planned gifts include bequests, gifts 
of  retired assets, gifts of  life insurance, charitable gift 
annuities and charitable remainder trusts. In addition, 
gifts of  appreciated real estate can also offer significant tax 
benefits to the donor.
    

    Over the years, many individuals have donated 
gifts-in-kind. From artwork, book collections, a vintage 
automobile and cars to other valuable property, all these 
gifts benefit the students at Bishop Miege.
    Please seek counsel from your own legal and financial 
advisors to find out how you can plan for the future, 
provide for your loved ones and offer financial support to 
Bishop Miege. Please contact the Development Office at 
913-262-2701, ext. 238 or stremonti@bishopmiege.com with 
questions or to let us know you have made plans for a gift. 
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Let’s Be Social!
“Like” us on Facebook

Upcoming  Events
 Class of 1984  - 30th Reunion

October 3rd, 4th

Homecoming Game
October 3rd

Alumni Breakfast
October 31st

Class of 1970  - 45th Reunion
June 20, 2015

Check bishopmiege.com for more updated 
details and Class Contact Information

Your classmates want to hear what’s new in 
your life!  Keep us informed of marriages, 

births, promotions, moves, honors and 
updates. Email photos and submit news to: 

tstockton@bishopmiege.com  

SUMMER REUNIONS

2015 Miege Alumni Directory
This fall the Bishop Miege development 
team will be working directly with PCI, 
a company that compiles alumni directo-
ries for schools nationwide.  Alumni will 
be contacted in October by postcard and 
email to verify information to create an 
up-to-date database.

You may reserve a copy of the directory 
when you are contacted. 

It is important to be able to communicate 
with fellow graduates and network within 
the Miege community. This will be the 
first directory printed since 2010.  


